72   ENGLAND: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
The rising was the rising of a Catholic peasantry led by a

Catholic gentry.

The movement was no desperate throw by a minority of
religious fanatics. It was, indeed, the only overt challenge
offered to the new despotism, but it was a challenge broadly
based, supported by the overwhelming majority of all classes in
the north and concerned with many things besides the religious
grievances. Victory for the king, Aske told his supporters at
York, means cboth us and you and your heirs and ours in
bondage for ever.' The pilgrims were concerned with enclo-
sures, with the protection of tenant rights, with the defence of
the common law, and with civil and political rights generally.
They were representatives of the unindustrialized north, as
much opposed to the new monarchy as to the new religion.
They demanded representative parliaments and reforms of
parliamentary procedure as well as the punishment of the
offending ministers and heretical bishops and the reassertion of
the papal supremacy in all matters touching the cure of souls.
They had behind them a force of over thirty thousand men, and
the king, as many of them guessed, was at their mercy. But the
astute Duke of Norfolk, sent to disperse the rebels, was wise
enough to see that force was no remedy. He offered to nego-
tiate if the rebels disarmed their forces. Robert Aske, for his
part, was so foolish as not to realize that force was the only
remedy. He had forgotten, for in that age of violence he could
hardly plead ignorance, that those who are afraid to take life
have no right to meddle with the government of men. He had
to plead long with, his own side but he won their consent. Nor-
folk was of the old nobility: he could be trusted; the king was
the Lord's anointed: he must be trusted. It was the creed of a
simpleton. The tragedy lay in the fact that the simpleton was
so much in the right that when his cause was overthrown by a
long series of treacheries, and he himself had paid the penalty
which is always exacted from men of honour by knaves, his
prophecy was exactly fulfilled and his supporters and their heirs
had no means of escape left from the tyranny of an all-powerful
state. Henry VIII was determined that they should not
escape:. An example must be made. It was. Henry's in-
structions to Norfolk have an authentic twentieth-century ring.